The Face of Global Trade:
Tacoma Community College

International tradeisoften most associated with
importsand exportsof goods between countries.
Whilethisiscorrect, it doesnot begin to represent
the extent of trade. Tradeisavisitor from Japan
attendingaMarinersgametowatch Ichiro. Tradeis
treating acancer patient from
Brazil at oneof theregion’s
premier research and medi-
cal centers. Tradeisbuying
acup of coffeefrom your
local cafeor attending a
screening of aKoreanfilm.

Andtradeistraining internationa studentsat our
region’suniversitiesand community colleges.

Likemany of theregion’shigher education
ingtitutions, TacomaCommunity Collegeadmitson
averageover 200international studentseach quarter
out of astudent body of 9,000. These studentshail
from approximately 30 countriesworldwide, with
thelargest concentrationsof studentscoming from
Japan, Koreaand Hong Kong. Infact, internationd
studentsadd morethan $240 million to Washington
State'seconomy each year.

I nter national Success

TacomaCommunity College(TCC) offers
programsboth for international studentsand stu-
dentslooking to beinvolved internationally. Interna-
tiona studentsprovideasgnificant source of
revenueto the school sincethey pay out of state
tuition. Infact, training and educating international
studentsisan export for schoolssuchas TCC.

International studentsat TCC can choosefrom

Name: TacomaCommunity College

L ocation: Tacoma, Pierce County
International Students: Averageof 225 each
quarter

Countriesrepresented: About 30 countries
each year, with alarge number from Japan,
Koreaand Hong Kong

Puget Sound Enabler: Breadth and depth of
trade-related organizations, culturd diversity

TACOMA
COLLEGE

over sixty academic mgorsfor studentsplanningon
transfering to afour-year university, forty certificate
and degree programsin professiona-technicd areas
and Englishlanguage programs. Theschool main-
tainsreaionswithinternationa aumni, many of
whom haverisen to promi-
nenceintheir fields. For
example, arecent graduateis
alandscape architect working
at thenew Hong Kong
Disneyland. Anotherisa
university professorin
Jakarta, Indonesia, and another isaproduct design
artistin Tokyo. Thesestudentscredittheir U.S.
degree, understanding of American customsand
fluency in English asmgor contributorsto their
professiona advancement.

In addition to programsin Tacomafor interna-
tiona students, the school promotesitsEnglish
Conversation Partner Program wherean interna-
tional student and American student arepaired for
informal conversationand cultura exchange, andthe
school offersquarter-long study abroad programsin
CodtaRica, Itay and England.

Why Puget Sound?

Asthemost trade dependent regioninthe
United States, offering programsfor internationa
studentsat our universitiesand community colleges
not only providesrevenuethroughtuitionand
spendingintheloca economy, butit payslong-term
dividendsthrough the connectionsthat international
students make with the peoplethey meet. Students
who spend asignificant amount of time studying here
aremorelikely to turnto therelationshipsthey have
cultivated for future businessendeavours. Thesame
can be said for the study abroad programs.

Increased international involvement hasaso
been adriver for sister school relationships, stronger
Sister city tiesand increased revenuesthrough grants
to support international programs. All of these
increasetheinternational awvarenessthat students
need to successfully competeinthe global economy.



